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Foreign language teaching and reference works play a crucial role in institutionalised foreign language 
teaching and are known to constitute an important source of learners’ foreign language (e.g. Huang, 
2019). However, multiple studies suggest that the language of these textbooks often differs 
considerably from the kind of language typically used in communicative situations outside the foreign 
language classroom (e.g., Barbieri & Eckhardt, 2007; Gilmore, 2004; Römer, 2005; Rössler, 2010; 
Winter & Le Foll, 2022). The language of textbooks may even be considered a distinct language variety 
(Le Foll, 2024a; 2024b). Reference works traditionally used in foreign language teaching have also been 
shown to under- or misrepresent various lexico-grammatical features, as seen in comparisons with 
recent corpus-based reference works (e.g., Fankhauser, 2024; Siepmann & Bürgel, 2023). 

This symposium is intended to provide an opportunity to present and discuss new descriptive, 
comparative, and evaluative studies on the language of foreign language teaching materials. We look 
forward to empirical examinations of textbooks, language learning apps, and other (digital) teaching 
materials, as well as of reference works designed for foreign language teaching, e.g., learner 
dictionaries and (learner) pedagogical grammars. The symposium will also allow us to discuss key 
concepts such as authenticity, pedagogical norms, and the relationship between teaching materials 
and syllabi in foreign language teaching. 

We welcome contributions in English, German, French or Spanish in the form of presentations (20 
minutes + 10 minutes discussion) and posters (especially for research-in-progress contributions). The 
symposium will take place at Osnabrück University and will be on-site only. Submissions from early 
career researchers are expressly welcome. Following the symposium, participants will be invited to 
contribute to an edited volume or special issue. 

To be included in the programme, please send an abstract of your planned contribution (300-500 
words plus bibliography) to elefoll@uni-koeln.de or anna.fankhauser@uni-osnabrueck.de by 1 March 
2025. Remember to indicate whether you would like to give an oral presentation or present a poster. 
We will get back to you by 1 May 2025. If you have any questions, feel free to contact us at the 
aforementioned e-mail addresses. 

References 

Barbieri, F., & Eckhardt, S.E.B. (2007). Applying corpus-based findings to form-focused instruction: 
The case of reported speech. Language Teaching Research, 11(3), 319-346. 
https://doi.org/10.1177/1362168807077563. 

Fankhauser, A. (2024). Phraseology in the English as a foreign language classroom. A corpus-based 
study of phraseological items in American English and British English conversation with 
implications for English as a foreign language teaching. [PhD thesis. Universität Osnabrück: 
unpublished]. 



Gilmore, A. (2004). A Comparison of Textbook and Authentic Interactions. ELT Journal, 58(4), 363–
374. https://doi.org/10.1093/elt/58.4.363. 

Huang, P. (2019). Textbook interaction: A study of the language and cultural contextualisation of 
English learning textbooks. Learning, Culture and Social Interaction, 21, 87-99. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.lcsi.2019.02.006. 

Le Foll, E. (2024a). Textbook English. A multi-dimensional approach. (Studies in Corpus Linguistics 
116). John Benjamins. https://doi.org/10.1075/scl.116. 

Le Foll, E. (2024b). Schulenglisch: A multi-dimensional model of the variety of English taught in 
German secondary schools. AAA: Arbeiten aus Anglistik und Amerikanistik / Agenda: 
Advancing Anglophone Studies, 49(1), 15–50. https://doi.org/10.24053/AAA-2024-0001. 

Römer, U. (2005). Progressives, Patterns, Pedagogy: A Corpus-Driven Approach to English Progressive 
Forms, Functions, Contexts, and Didactics (Studies in Corpus Linguistics 18). John Benjamins. 
https://doi.org/10.1075/scl.18. 

Rössler, A. (2010). On the question of the authenticity of textbook dialogues for French lessons. In: 
M. Frings & E. Leitzke-Ungerer (Eds.), Authenticity in the Teaching of Romance Languages 
(pp. 27-44). ibid. 

Siepmann, D., & Bürgel, C. (2023). Grammar of spoken and written French. Amazon. 
 Vol. 1: Sentence and Verb, 2023. 
 Vol. 2: The Noun, 2021. 
 Vol. 3: The Adjective, Leipzig: Amazon 2022. 
 Vol. 4: Adverbials, Pronouns and Negation, 2024. 
 Vol. 5: Prepositions, 2018 

Winter, T., & Le Foll, E. (2022). Testing the Pedagogical Norm: Comparing If-conditionals in EFL 
Textbooks, Learner Writing and English Outside the Classroom. International Journal of 
Learner Corpus Research, 8(1), 31–66. https://doi.org/10.1075/ijlcr.20021.win. 


